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Pharaoh’s Dreams (Genesis 41)
Main Point: God’s timing is perfect.
Key Verse:  God makes everything happen at the right time. – Ecclesiastes 3:11a
Materials: Two small pieces of candy (Hershey kiss, Jolly Rancher); one large candy bar.
Personal Connection:

· Say: Have you ever had to wait for something? We all have–waiting for our birthday, waiting to go on vacation; we’ve all had to wait. Or maybe you were waiting for an apology or for someone to keep their promise. Sometimes we have to wait in unfair situations.
Hands on Application:

· Say: Now, I need a volunteer to read. Choose a volunteer and have him stand at the front of the room. Ask him to read Psalm 33:20 aloud. Say to the volunteer: Be patient and I promise to give you a treat later. 

· Say to the rest of the students: I need another volunteer. Choose another volunteer and have him stand with the other. Ask him to read Psalm 38:15 aloud. Say to the new volunteer: You also get a treat! Here you go! Give him a small piece of candy and have him sit down. Be sure to leave the first volunteer standing.
· Say: I need one more volunteer. Choose another volunteer and have her read Psalm 40:1. Give her the other small piece of candy and have her sit down, while the first volunteer remains.
· Say to the first volunteer: I haven’t forgotten about you. You’ve been very patient, and now you get your treat. Give them the large candy bar.
Group Discussion:

· Ask: What happened just now? Did it seem fair to the first volunteer when I gave candy to the others before him? Did it seem fair that someone else was rewarded first? No.
· Say: But then when he got his reward, it was better than the others’. Does this remind you of anyone?
· Say: Think about Joseph. He had to wait a really, really long time before he got his reward. And it must not have seemed fair to Joseph when the cupbearer got out of jail before he did. But Joseph trusted God, and he got an incredible reward for his patience. He became the second in command of Egypt!
· Say: Joseph was able to wait for two years because God’s grace gave him the strength to do it. The next time you’re having trouble waiting for something, pray and ask God to make you able to wait. He’ll do it if you trust and ask Him.
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will trust that God’s timing is always right and that they will remember to ask Him for strength to wait when they need it.  Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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